
Garden Team Annual Report - 2022 

   
Our gardens are thriving thanks to the efforts and support of the UBA community and our 

many visitors.  Volunteers maintain the grounds by participating in “Garden Days” a couple 

times most weeks.  Garden volunteers weed, fertilize, prune bushes, cleanup leaves and 

sticks and plant.  On Dec 4th, we held a successful Fall Sacred Service Saturday focusing on 

leaf cleanup.  On April 16th, the Spring Sacred Service Saturday focused on trimming liriope, 

fertilizing and spreading 10 cu yds of mulch.  Lunch was prepared and served on both 

occasions under Barbara Spicer’s direction.    

 

Some garden volunteers are like elves who provide care at times outside of posted Garden 

Days. Some volunteers have adopted an area of the garden that they care for on their own 

schedule.  Others regularly water the 7 Promenade planters or fill the bird feeder.  Some with 

trucks or trailers have taken loads of branches to the dump.  Our fish pond is cared for by a 

team of 3 dedicated volunteers.  Another volunteer restores our benches when they become 

weathered by the elements.   

 

With covid restrictions reduced, garden weddings, memorial services and special events are 

back.  Preparing the gardens for an event includes extra work, especially with Spring pollen 

and Fall leaves, which is done within a day or two of an event.  Benches are cleaned, the 

Gazebo washed down, pathways raked.  Additional volunteers would be helpful for these last-

minute preparations and for gardening with the kids during Sunday services. 

 

Our gardens have seen an increased use for internment of ashes.  We request the Board 

establish a committee to research options for acknowledging those who have transitioned. 

 

We had several dead trees professionally taken down in the garden and by the parking lot.  A 

couple volunteers with chain saws were able to safely cleanup after others.  For 2022, to 

reduce our irrigation system maintenance costs, an experiment is underway for only part of the 

irrigation maintenance to be performed by Richmond Irrigation.  Seeking volunteers to assist 

with this pilot to check irrigation functioning, adjust the water distribution and replace broken 

heads.   

 

Unfortunately, most of the knockout roses along Buford Road have Rose Rosette Virus.   They 

have been cut down.  The plan is to replace them with divisions of hypericum from the patch 

near the Children's Vegetable Garden.  Looking for volunteers to plant this area.  

 

 The fish pond developed a leak late last fall and it has been repaired.  So, the pond waterfall 

is back in operation!  A hungry heron continues to snack on our fish.  We plan to add more fish 

after the pond is cleaned.    

 

Garden expenses such as mulch, plants, tools and fertilizers were funded this year thru 

donations and our Fall Plant Sale.  A Donation Box with a QR code is located along the 



pathway to the fish pond.   Garden specific donations are also made through the UBA “Give 

Now” website.  Our Fall Plant Sale was a huge success netting $835!  Some plants were 

divisions from our gardens but many were donated from member’s and neighbor’s yards.   

 

A generous memorial donation funded our new Labyrinth.  Surrounding plantings, a French 

drain to redirect rainwater and 2 benches are in progress.  The latest edition to our garden  

Is a new bench in memory of Pat Horton.  It was placed by the daffodil garden across the 

bridge. 

 

As our Garden Team members mature, additional able-bodied members are required to 

maintain our gardens as is.  We chose to skip our Spring Plant Sale so we could focus efforts 

on the Labyrinth project.  Seeking additional hands to establish the proposed wildflower 

garden by the parking lot.  We envision new members joining our efforts.  

 

We would like to extend our gratitude to the volunteers who have created the beauty that 

surrounds our church building and for the ongoing support of the UBA community.  

 


